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infallible.   The Deiste said they were certain that the
Scriptures were fall of errors, while Eational Chris-
tians said that Bible infallibility was altogether an
invention of theologians.    The Scriptures did not
claim to be infallible, and Christianity did not rest on
their supposed infallibility.    The subject was first
discussed in a complete form by Leasing.   In 1774-77
he published the famous 'Fragments of a "Wolfen-
buttel Unknown.'   Leasing said that he had found
the ' Fragments' in MS. in the library of Wolfen*
buttel,  to which he had been appointed librarian*
They are part of a work, the original of which is still
to be seen in the town library of Hamburg.    It was
written by Professor Eeimarus, and is called a i Vindi-
cation of the Eational Worshippers of God.'    In these
6 Fragments' there is no levity, no scoffing, no effort
to conceal the ultimate meaning.    They are rather
written with an impressive earnestness and with the
utmost frankness.    The perspicuity of the language
and the elegance of the style have secured them a
permanent place among  German classics.    It was
these qualities which made them-suitable for Lessing's
object.     They showed   that the Deists really had
something to say against Christianity as it was then
understood.    Eeimarus had been educated for the
ministry in the Lutheran Church, but h^ could not
reconcile the Theism of reason with what was ascribed
to God in the Scriptures.

The c Fragments' were six in number, or seven if
we reckon one 'On the Toleration of the Deists,'
which .took the form of an introduction. The first
was <0n the Condemnation of Eeason from the